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The millennium batch - Class X
They keep the Schaol ticking

They. spread the light of knowledge
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MCSS age Oth June, 2000

Lam very happy to note that the High Range School is bringing
out a school magazine for the Academic Year. This magazine will

g0 & long way in bringing out the writing and artistic talents of
the students.

Itake this opportunity to wish the staff and students, all success in

making this magazine one of the best.

With warm regards,

Your sincerely,

M.H. ASHRAFF
Executive Directoy, Tata Tea Ltd.
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Message

12th April 2000

I wish the editorial board of the school annual magazine all

success in its efforts to bring out yet another classic collection of

news and views from the High Range School.,

All the best for many a successfisl and joyfiul academic year ahead,

>

T. DAMU,
Chairman,
High Range School Managing Committee
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MCSS age 241h April 2000

I am immensely pleased to learn that the High Range School is

bringing out 7th edition of the school magazine.

School magazine is a link between the students the pavents and
the old boys/girls and, serves as a vehicle for conveying the school's

philosophy, activities and the final results to a cross section of its
readership.

L am confident that, as in the past, the school magazine will be

very well received by all and, the old boys/girls and the pavents will

find it particularly useful.

With Best Wishes,

M.N. KAUL
Vice President, SIPD, Tata Tea Ltd., Munnar

oldallliceu vy vailiiouvaitliiel



From the Prin

o ""1- ) Pt —
% ”]‘ i Kk i et | 1
L & Ay Y £

107

(//he hype and the hoopla about the new millennium have
almost died down. The tedium and the monotony of every day
living gets an occasional razor sharp fillip when the urge to climb
up the success ladder at any cost becomes overpowering. The
lives of most people swing between these two extremes... there
is either an apathetic trudge along life’'s lonely highway or a
fierce and frantic clamour to pip others at the post to stake claim
to all the booty for oneself. As we yo-yo from one end to another
we forget the "Art Of Living". Unless we can provide our young
with the resources to look "within" for sustenance in this
seemingly chaotic and paradoxical "without" we adults would
have failed them yet again. We owe it to them and ourselves to
sensitize our young to the issues that may confront them, issues
for which they may be no ready made answers, issues thrown up
by the complex times they live in for which they may be no
precedent. We cannot abdicate that responsibility, there is no
“gizmo" " portal" or tgite" that can educate our young. The
time has come therefore for us 'to e there’ for our young, to
take another long hard look at our oftentimes warped adult

priorities or else...or else it may be too late.
Lakshmi Ramachandran
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Anaimudi Tl

e have entered the new millennium and
its time for us to look back into our
performances and achievements of

1999 — 2000 academic year. Named after
Anaimudi peak the anaimudi house aims at
reaching "the highest point". Out motto 'Acme -
the goal' reveals this. The mascot of our house,
‘the Ibex’ symbolises a combination of gentleness
and strength and the green colour symbolises the
peaceful loving faces of Anaimudians that has led
us to prosperity and happiness.

The success of our house depends on the
enthusiastic energetic team of students who
formed the backbone of the house. They were
under the dynamic leadership of Alister Gomez
of Class XI as Vice-Captain, They in turn were
guided and encouraged by a team of enthusiastic
teachers — Mrs. Meena K. Swamy, Mrs. Bindu
S. Nair, Mrs. Beena Krishnan, Mrs.
Chandraprabha Wilson, Mrs, Suma Satheesh, Mr.
P.V. Joseph and Mrs. Annamma Mathew.

We, the Anaimudians felt very proud at
securing the Ist Position in Sports and games and
the march past too. Blessy Thampy of Class X
and Rino Roy of Class IX were the Individual
champions for Senior girls and senior boys
respectively & Vishak Baby of Class V for Junior
Boys.

We bagged first position for Senior girls
throwball, kho-kho, basket ball, shuttle (singles
& doubles), cricket and senior boys soccer, basket
ball, volley ball, shuttle (singles & doubles), T.T.
(Doubles), Carroms & Chess. Our Inters football
team and shuttle team (single & doubles) were
the runners up. In the Junior boys events we got
Ist place for Chess, Shuttle (singles & doubles),
and IInd place for chess (girls & boys) and inter
girls, Runners up in foot ball Inter boys. We were
also runners up in Table Tennis (senior girls
singles). We have won several other prizes for
Athletics and track & field events.

In the display (bulletin board) competitiop
overall we have scored the 3rd position. Here,
the following students contribution deserye
special mention. Arun Nath, Rccyes Paul,
Nagendran, Shalin (XII), Anlet Jasmine, Ceci]
Sacria, Alister Gomez, Derrick Sequerra (XI),
Anbu (X), Ashley, Rebecca, Aathira, Vinay, Rino
Roy, Jayesh Unnithan (IX), Nithya Krishnan
(VID), Asha Mary Kurien, Aarthy Nandakumar
(VI), Ambalor Pava Mary, Mary Sweety, Shravan
(V), Aniket, Chinchu, Meera Johney, Renuga
Ashwini, Akram (III), Sheha Sunny (IV) and
Shobita George, Ani Chitra (I).

Alister Gomez, Derrick Sequirra (XI) & Rino
Roy (IX) participated in the Idukki (Dt) Shuttle
Badminton Championship. The former two,
Anbu & Joseph Tintu (X) participated in the
CBSE interschool football championship at
Marangattupally.

In Academics also we excelled. Arun
Whitchurch (X), an ex-Anaimudian Scored 95.8
% marks in his Xth CBSE Exams and was
awarded merit certificate. Others who excelled
in academics are Vishak Baby (V), Bimal Paul
(VI), Nithya Krishnan, Cecil Scaria (XI).

Four of our members of our house Asha Mary
Kurien (VI), Ashley Ann Mathew (IX), Rebecca
Chacko (IX) & Aathira P. (IX), attended the
national programme for middle school students
held at St. Johns International Residential School
from 26th to 30th December '99.

I wish to extend my gratitude and thanks to
all the student members and teachers of the
Anaimudi house for their active co-operation and
participation which led us to success. Finally
we thank the Dean of studies, Mr. Srinivasan and
our Principal Mrs. Lakshmi Ramachandran for
their proper guidance and encouragement given
to us during the course of the academic year 99-

2000.
- Mrs. Annamma Mathew

(House - in - Charge)
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Chief Guest

Dr. V.K. DAMODARAN

Addressing the gathering

A section of the
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Devimalai ..»

s the year 1999—2000 rolls into the realm
of memories Devimaleans have reasons
o look back with a sense of achievements
and priqe. True to our symbols, the mj
ephant and the watchwords we 80 by of Majesty,

Unity and strength, the concerted cfforts of all
Devimaleans have finally yielded results,

ghty el-

In the field of C.C.A activities, this year saw
us regaining lost ground when topped the points
tally, thereby bagging the C.C.A shield. The
events that saw us surge ahead were in Notice
Board designing, painting, solo singing, dance
and bad drama to mention a few. The
contributions of Bino Antony (XII), Sujith (XII),
Sinthika (XTI), Anu Kurian (XII), Parthiban (X10),
Pradeep Kumar, Alister J oseph, Nivila and Ashish
P. Mathew (XI), Vishak, Rahul, Nandhini, Tessmol
(IX), Anish A.V., Cinish (X), Nandhini K.,
Sharun, Dyana V. (VII), Sreejith, Saidanya, Meril
B. Paul (VII), Anirudh Varma, Snekha Dominic
(IV), Sandra E.S. (III) deserve a special mention.

We secured the
third place in
games. Our
students proved
their mettle 1in
basketball, khokho,
table tennis, soccer,
throwball and dodge
ball.

In the track and field events the following
Students deserve special mention by say of their
contributions. Bino Antony, Sujith C., Parthiban,
Sinthika, Anu Kurien (X1II), Pradeep Kumar,
Grashin, Alister Joseph, Ashish, P. Mathew,
Vinolin Nivila (XI), Cinish, Mahesh, Sanjith (X),
Vishak, Nandhini, Chitra, Rahul, Renuga Devi,
Senthil (IX), Angel Diana, Dyana V., Nandhini
K., Anu K.S., Sharon, Emerson, Jasper, Stalin

(VIII), Sreejith, Dinesh, Meril B. Paul (VID),
Salona, Nikhil. (VI).

The house was ably captained by P. Pradeep

" Kumar (XI) and Vinolin Nivila (XI) (Vice

Captain). At the helm of affairs this year .
constantly encouraging, coaxing and getting us
to do out best was our house-in-charge. Mr.
Sambath Rajan and his team of dedicated teachers
Mrs. Rajeshwari Sambathrajan, Mrs. Jeneetha
Raj, Mrs. Gene Jacob and Ms. Seema Krishnan.
May the glorious performance of the house this
year be a portent of better things to come in the
year ahead,

- Pradeep Kumar
House Captain.
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ettimaed House stands for Solidarity and
Success. 1999-2000 has been an exciting
year and Nettimaed has had its fair share
of spills and thrills. In all competitions both
inside and outside, the members have made their
mark to make their house stand out as a symbol
of success. This year the house is led by Jacob

Prathap Raj. the Captain, and Sajitha, Vice
Captain. both of Std. XI.

Mr. Itty C. Kurian, Mr. Naryanan, Mr.
Arivarasu, Ms. Asha Chandran and Mrs. Sushma
Baby have rendered able guidance and help at all
times at the torch bearers of this house.

In the inter-house quiz Angel Jennefer,
Archana S. and Vipin bagged the second prize.
In the bag drama too we got second prize.

Taking cue from the majesty and strength of
the Bison Nettimaedians performed commend-

ably well in the field of sports and games, We
have won the volley ball inter-boys and bagke
ball inter-girls and are the runners-up in Throy,
ball senior girls, in volley ball senior boys, i,
kho-kho inter boys and in kho-kho senior gijrs.
In the indoor games too our children fared we]]
In table tennis inter girls Archana S. is the winne;
and in doubles Archana and Jeena are the winners,
InT.T. senior girls Anjana Varma and Archana §,
are the runners up. In the inter-boys chess Johny
(VIII) and in inter-girls chess Archana (VIII) are
the winners. Our senior students Johnson,
Praveen, Kavitha and Shiju have proved to be
assets to our house once more.

In CCA our participation throughout the
year has been good and we hope to better our
performance in the coming years.

- Dr (Mrs.) Sushma Unnithan
Teacher-in-Charge

Theerthamalai “o-r

uided by the motto 'Swift, alert and
graceful' as exemplified by our mascot
the deer, Theerthamaleans can look back

on their achievements in the year 1999-2000 with
a sense of accomplishment and pride.

Ably led by Mr. Yashwant Mallya our house
in charge and a team of dynamic teachers, Mrs.
Usharani, Mrs. Suman Ravi, Mrs. Punitha
Arivarsu, Mrs. Sindhu Vinod and Ms. Anchana
Varghese, Theerthamaleans have rallied round to

give in their best.

Sharnel M. Pereira and Ashwathy M. Rajan
were the Captain and Vice Captain of the house
this year.

Theerthamaleans had reason to beam with
pride when both Manu Mathew and Jyotika La]

Suariieu vy W

of our house won the corelated titles of Prince
and Princess in the Personality Contest. Our
house bagged the second placed in CCA
activities, pipped at the post, losing out by a very
narrow margin. Our house did us proud in the
House Bulletin Board display, paper design,
elocution, debate etc,

_ We also have an excellent group of singers
with us who did us proud. They are Varsha
Sudhindra, Sandya Sivakumar, Parvathy

Ja){aprakash, Naveen, Roshin Alex and little Suraj
Rajasekar.

We still have miles to go and we look forward

to another exciting and fulfilling year ahead with
a new set of teachers,

-Sharnel Pereira & Ashwathy M. Rajan
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THE APPLE SEEDS

This is probably the best place in the world.
There were pine covered hills. There were groves
of fragrant trees with clay-red trunks and soft
greenery that made a sound in the wind. Tom and
[vany were sitting in the beach watching the waves.
The water was a miracle of glassy curves in cold
blue and turquoise depending upon the light. Ivany
was looking at the sky. She wanted to go there.
Her deepest desire was to explore the planet Mars
1! It was the same with Tom too. United by the
common ambition they had become friends from
school days and now both of them were successful
astronauts working together. Their team had
decided to send 2 people to Mars but hadn't decided
which two.

Ivany told Tom "I only wish they choose both
of us. "Yeah" was his reply because he was
submerged in deep thought. It was already getting
dark. They got up and went home. Ivany's house
was far away from Tom's. She went and had her
dinner. As she was getting ready to sleep, the phone
rang. She took it and after a second, she screamed
with joy. The great news was that she and Tom had
been selected to go to Mars. It was a dream come
true, She immediately rang up Tom and told him
the great news. '

The day of their departure was the 28th of the
same month. The next morning, both of them met
and they were obviously fascinated and thrilled.

Meanwhile, their country Spechland declared
war against their neighbouring country. Brithitania

there was no lane ....... between the two countries.
Any thing could happen. The neighbouring country
threatened to bomb the whole world and destroy
every living organism. The whole world was
troubled. Tom's country didn't want them to go to
Mars because of the war. Anyhow, they went ahead
as planned.

They reached Mars and started their exploration.
They were supposed to return within 5 days. Within
this time, the other country bombed the whole
world!! Every living thing was destroyed. Nothing
was spared. They were stuck in Mars and couldn’t
return because the whole operation team was no
more. They had oxygen only for 2 days. They knew
something was wrong but didn't know what.
Somehow with great difficulty they returned to
earth. As they landed, they were shocked to see the
devastation. There was nothing. Not asingle living
creature - no mountains, no trees, no humans.

They started moving in search of something.

All they did find by a strange quirk of fate were a
few apple seeds.

As they looked at the devastation around them,
they inferred what had happened. Tom was really
sad. Ivany didn't know what to do. But the thought
that the whole world belonged to them, made them
excited. But now they had to start from the very
beginning to reconstruct every thing. In the whole
vicinity there was not a single thing. All that re-
mained was the sun, the moon, the stars and of
course the apple seeds.
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SOAFPY LOVE

Once in a village called Nirma, there lived a
gcnl!cmun called Denim. Mr, Denim was deeply
in love with young Miss. Santoor, They spent
much of their time in the valley of Musk, in Park
Avenue, under the shade of a Ncem tree. One
lovely evening, Mr, Denim proposed to Miss,
Santoor. A Dove coocd, creating a romantic
background for them. A Jasmine-laiden Breeze
cooled Miss. Santoor's brow as she thought over
the proposal. They ate Pears washed their hands
with Dettol. When Miss, Santoor gave no answer

to Mr. Denim's proposal, Mr. Denim presenteq
her with a Moti necklace and a Sandal Gold ring.
"Please accept my gift", Mr. Denim entreateq.
Finally Miss Santoor gave in and said, "Okay",
Mr. Denim was soon married to Miss. Santoor g
Hamam Plaza. They had twin daughters calleq
Lux and Rexona. They also had a son named
Lifebuoy. They lived happily ever after in the
town of Ariel.

- Sandhya

Class VIII

UNKNOWN HEROES

There are many unknown martyrs who have
died for our country during the course of the
frecedom struggle. One of them was
KHUDIRAM. Born in 1889, Khudiram was
given the hangman's noose in 1908, at the tender
age of 19. No wonder in his home state of Bengal,
he has become a houschold name! Khudiram
proved to be 'too dangerous' for the British
government and hence they took the extreme step
of eliminating him. His tender age was not
something that they took into consideration.

Khudiram was born in Midnapur, West
Bengal, the son of Trailokyanath Bose. The
revolutionary acts of this teen-martyr were so
numerous that a sequence of his actions would

be more appropriate.
* Left school while in the 9th class.
*  Joined Swadeshi movement.
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* Became member of the Revolutionary Party.
* Participated actively in protesting against the
partition of Bengal,

* Arrested, but escaped from assaulting his
captors. ‘

* Looted mail-bags at Hal-gachha.

* Attempted to kill Englishmen - Watson and
Bamfylde.

* Hurled bombs at Kindford's carriage. killing
the occupants, Ms. Kennedy and her daughter.

* Arrested, tried and sentenced to death.

* Hung on Aug. 11th 1908.
Thus ended the life of one of the youngest

revolutionaries of India. Let's salute this young
martyr's courage and bravery.

- Yishak S.
Class. IX
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LEPROSY

m leprae,
due to this

Leprosy is caused by the bacteriy
Chronic lesions are caused on the skip
disease.,

Symptoms : An early Symptom is the
development of anaesthetic patches ip the skin
which may become pale in colour i dark-skinned
people. The loss of sensation may lead to local
tissue damage due to cuts, burns etc, This leads
to mutilation and deformity, particularly of feet
and hands. In addition, raised nodular lesions

During our monsoon holidays we went to Sri
Lanka, by flight. Being thirteen and fourteen years
respectively, we were considered unaccompanied
minors. When we reached Colombo Bandaranaike
International Airport, we were received by our aunt.

AN UNFORGETTABLE. TRIP.

The experience of our first flight was very
exciting and we felt as if we were floating on air. Tt
was very fascinating to see the land from the plane.
The southern tip of India seemed just as in the map.
We were also able to see the coastal line of Sri Lanka
with the beautiful sandy beaches. The weather in

Colombo was warm and sunny with the tempera-
ture around 29 - 310C.

Our aunt's house is close to the beach. This
part of Colombo is called Mount Lavinia and the
Mount Lavinia beach is famous amongst tourists.
The beach is surrounded with many beach resorts
or cabanas. One of the oldest and famous tourist
hotels in Sti Lanka called the Mount Lavinia Beach
Hotel is also situated in this area.

During our stay we went to the beach z_ilmost
every day. We did a lot of walking and running on
the sandy beaches and saw the sun set.

The food in Sri Lanka is different from what
Yeeatin India, It is very hot and spicy. We also
Went to many restaurants to taste different cuisines.

The begt Fast Food restaurant we enjoyed was the
Mac Donajs,

We also spe ' with another auntin a
—_450spenta few days

may occur, especially on the face.

Diagnosis : Apart from the clinical
Symptoms, the bacteria may be obtained from
nasal washings or by biopsy of lesions.

Treatment : Drugs are given for several years
to cure leprosy. Corrective surgery may be
helpful when severe deformities occur.

Collected by- N. Aarthy Vaishnavi
Class - VI

town called 'Puttaalam’. This town is about 120
Kms. from Colombo. We went to this place by bus

and returned by train. We enjoyed our stay in
Puttalam very much.

As soon as we returned to Colombo my uncle

had planned a trip to Kandy and to the hills. And
there we saw many waterfalls.

We also met some of our relatives. We went to
the house where our mother was born and the school
where she studied.

We visited Dalada Maligawa. This is the place
where Buddha's tooth is kept We returned after a
very nice three day trip. At Colombo we went to
the Twin Tower, Golface, Hilton, Taj Samudra and
the old Parliament of Sri Lanka.

On the whole our trip to Sri Lanka was an
exciting and adventurous experience.

- Archana Sambathrajan, Class VIII
- Vasanth Sambathrajan, Class IX
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DEFORESTATION

Deforestation is the process of denuding the
earth which comprises fundamental destroying of
the plant species in its quantity, quality and
dimension. This process threatens the very
existence of man which could be explained by
analyzing the evolution of life on earth.

Man, being the highest form of life, especially
of animal life, symbolizes and incorporates
almost all variations of animal cell physiology.
In animal cell, anabolism is heterotrophic and
catabolism is aerobic, i.e., oxygen based. The
energy source for all life functions in animal cell
is based on the exothermic reaction of oxidation.

There was no significant elemental oxygen
when earth was born. Later when the initial
protein molecules of life evolved into well defined
plant, cells started photosynthesis which was and
is the source of oxygen on our planet.

LAURELS TO THE HRS

Two Class XII students of
the Humanities stream,
K. Anand and G.P. Sunitha
have done the High Range
School proud by scoring 94
and 91 marks respectively in
History in the All India Senior
Secondary School Certificate AN
Examination, March 1999. This has catapulted
them into the top 0.1% of successful candidates
and the Central Board of Secondary Education
has sent them Certificates of Merit to this effect.

Sunitha has also won a
Scholarship of Rs. 600/- from
the Malayala Manorama
(under their Subscribers'
Scheme for her exceptional
academic performance.

SUNITHA ]

Scanned by CamScanner

Threatening the source of oxygen by
deforestation jeopardizes the very basic rational
in the physiology of human survival as well as of

any other life form.

While the above philosophy against
deforestation is not always obvious, several other
routine practical dangers for world economy and
human survival is not difficult to discern. The
following are the most obvious, widely studied
and endorsed effects of deforestation. These are
global warming, inundation of low line countr-ies,
ozone deprivation, air pollution, soil erosion,
decreasing variation of bioplasm and
unsustainable economies. All of these finally
result in poverty, disease and deprivation,

We should henceforth commit all our energies
to prevent deforestation and promote afforestation
for everything that it is worth,

Compiled: Nandhini R,
Class IX

THE DRY LEAF AND
THE MUDSTONE

Once upon a time there was a dry leaf and
amud stone. They started for a pilgrimage. On
the way a strong wind blew and the dry leaf was
S0 afraid, because it thought that it wil] fly away.

At thc.tlmc the mudstone sat on the dry leaf and
saved it from the strong wind,

After sometime ahe
the dry leaf climbed on }
it like an umbrel]
rain.  Both of tl
Successfully,

avy rain came. At once
1€ mud stone and saved
a from dissolving in the heavy

€M completed thejr journey

Moral of the story

success, IS co-operation leads to

- Arya Vijay

Class 11
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Fusion Dance
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CAN MOLES SEE ?

Moles have adapted to subterranean habits,
more than any other mammal. Their body is
cylindrical and the neck so short, that the head
seems to project between the powerful shoulders
and enormous forelegs. Their eyes are minute
and the fur is so dense and velvetty that no soil
adheres to it while burrowing. Two types of moles
are found in India. The Indian short tailed mole
(Talpa Micrura Micrura) and the white tailed mole
(Talpa Micrura lencara). The first type occurs in

the central and eastern Himalayas and in Assam's
hill ranges. The other has been sighted in the
Khasia and Naga hills.

The eyes of the Indian short tailed mole are
minute and are covered by a skin. It can see, but
poorly. It is so greedy that if it is unable to get
food for about 12 hours, it will die !

Collected by Bimal B. Paul
Std. VI

MY WISH

I never like to be,
As soft as a flower,
which can be crushed,

By the fingers of even a small child,
I never like to be as hard as iron,
which is used as a weapon,

To destroy the humanity,

But I wish I were a bird,

And fly high in the sky,

And touch the heights of glory.

Jayesh J. Unnithan

Std. IX

JOKES

glasses.

Freddie saw someone on the street he recognised as his old friend Jones.

"Jones", he said what happened to you ? You used to be fat and now you're thin. You used
to have hair and now you're bald. You used to have perfect eyesight and now you wear

The man looked at him in astonishment. "Listen, Mister, my name's not Jones - it's Smith ?
"Oh !" exclaimed. Freddie. "You've changed your name too !"

Nandhini Kanagaraj, Class VIII
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. LIFE DO SHARKS ATTACK
i MEN ?
Here is a recipe for living on the fantastic ) .
earth'and for living in full enjoyment. There are over 150 Epovics of shar.ks in the
Life i hall . world. The largest known is the White Shark
L;fg 12 zcig enge meet ltt‘t (Rhincodon types) and is found ip the warmer
Lifs I fdventure ?i(:r:eptl areas of Atlantic, Pacific and Indian ocean. [t
Life ; arett reaches a length of over 12 M !
11€ 1S a sorrow overcome 1t
Life is a tragedy face it Two of the varieties are the white and the
Life is a duty perform it hammerhead and are the most feared sharks of
Life is a game play it the tropical waters. Of these the white man-eater
Life is a mystery unfold it shark is the most maligned monster ! It's bad
Life is a song : osingit reputation may be due to its large size and
Life is an opportunity : take it fearsome teeth coupled with occasional attacks
Life is a journey complete it that looks deliberate. While humans have been
Life is a promise fulfill it badly bitten, some of which proved fatal, there
Life is love enjoy it is little evidence of limbs being severed and less,
Life is a beautiful praise it of a person being swallowed whole ! The man-
Life is a spirit realise it eater shark (carenhavpdam camcjaavoas) is found
Life is a puzzle solve it in warm seas and may occasionally stray into
Life is a goal achieve it temperate waters and mostly live in open seas.
Life is a struggle fight it
Compiled by Raigon Jolly Collected by Bimal B. Paul
Std. IX Std. VI

A TRIP TO KANYAKUMARI

In the December holidays we went to Kanyakumari. When we went there I was very happy. There
were many boats. We went to Vivekananda rock by boat. Then we went to Gandhj Mandapam. Near
the Gandhi Mandapam there is a Bhagavathi Amman temple. There is a light house. We went to the
seashore and I made sand castles. Then we bought many things. I was so sad t
But I wds happy to come back to Munnar.

o leave Kanyakumari.

- = J. Jemila Babini,

Std. IV
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VISION 2000 - WORLD SCHOOL
CUF ON MARS INFORMATION

Beside the cradle HRS S is for Sincerity

With memories of the dead 1998
Immersed in the thought of the year ahead
I lay on the green tea bed H is for Honesty
Watching the sky above.

C is for Capacity

O is for Obedience

Ah ' have miles and miles to go
Will my dream of 'Flight to Mars' come true ? O is for Orderliness
And my wish in 2000 > true oo o :
. ) e L is for Learning
Will I be able to see the world cup on Mars ?
With Saturn for sale and Jupiter for rent, For these [ come to school and with

Will earth remain uninhabited ? these 1 will leave the School

Jayesh J. Unnithan T. Saravanan
Std. IX Std. VI

By ArRAN
NAeern
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THE DANGERS OF POLLUTION

The industrial smoke of Mathura Ref inery will
in course of time darken the white marble of Taj
and spoil the splendour of the monument built at
enormous cost. The industrial waste released into
Ganges will not only be a health hazard for man
but also for vegetation. No doubt industry has
brought more good and benefit within human

reach. But problems such as pollution have also
accompanied.

According to the research in U.S.A,, it has
been shown that pollution of air can bring changes

in weather conditions and cooling c.>f carth's
atmosphere. Today the world's most Importany
citics are filled with pollutants such g
carbonmonoxide by factories and power plans
and nitrogen-per-oxide. The result is discases ik
asthma, lung cancer, bronchitis etc...

It has been proved that Horoshima apg
Nagasaki are not suitable for human life. Nucley,
explosions are highly dangerous. We must try 1o
avoid pollution.

Collected by Mittu Rajeev, Std, V]

THE DECORATOR CRAB

The "Decorator Crab", as its name implies,
Is a species of crab that decorates itself. Its body
1s covered with tiny, bristly hooks on which it
hangs pieces of algae, sponges, coral polyps and
anemones. The decoration provides it an
excellent camouflage. The crab has to redecorate
its shell every time it moults, as the hooks get
lost when the skin is discarded.

A species of decorator crab. Libenia Dubia,

covers itself with poisonous brown algae to deter
predators. This species does not decorate itself
throughout life like other decorator crabs. It stops

as soon as its body becomes too big to be eaten
by predator fishes.

Decorator crabs are related to hermit crabs
and are found in North American waters, from
Alaska and Mexico.

Collected by Delsy Vibeena, Std. Vi

MYNAS

Myna, is a common name for songbirds of
several genera of the starling family from tropical
Asia and the East Indies. The bill mynas are
popular cage birds and are renowned mimics.
They are chunky birds, black with a white spot
on the wing and bright yellow wattles on the back
of the head. The best-known species, the hill, or
southern myna, is about 33 cm (about 13 in) long,
The endangered Rothschild's, or Bali, myna,
mostly white in color, is confined to the island of
Bali. It breeds well in captivity, and captive-bred
birds are being returned to their native island to
augment the small remaining population there,

The common myna has been widely
introduced on tropical islands around the world,

including Hawaii, and in Australia, New Zealand,
and South Africa. Itis about 25 cm (about 10 in)
long, with a dark brown body, black head and tail,
and bright yellow bill and legs. There is a patch
of yellow naked skin on the cheeks, and patches
of white on the wing and tail tips. These mynas

are gregarious and noisy and are considered pests
in frult-growing areas.

Scientific classification : Myn
family Sturnidae of the order Pas

hill mynas constitute the genus Gr:
southern myna is ¢lass

Rothschild's, or Bali,
and the common my

as belong to the
seriformes. The
acula. The hill, or
ified as Gracula religiosa; the
myna as Leucopsar rothschildi:
Na as Acridotheres tristis,

Collected by Nikhi Uthappa, Std. VI
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Riddles are in fact

. amental exercise and have
been asked since very

| | ancient times, Today we
consider riddles as a form of amusement, but long

ago people took riddjes Very seriously. Ancient
oracles often answered questions and gave advice
in the form of riddles. Kings used riddles to send
each other secret messages, Thege serious riddles
were also called enigmas, Greeks and Romans
held contests at their fests ang gave prizes to the
winners. According to some legends, a man's life

sometimes depended on his giving the correct
answer to the riddle.

Riddles even appear in the Bible. At
Samson's wedding feast, a riddle contest was held
and the Queen of Sheba is said to have asked King
Solomon a number of riddles.

Jokes are as old as the spoken word. In every
country in the world and in every age in history,

people have told funny stories to make one
another laugh,

EARTH DAY

April 22nd is a day dedicated not just
to recognise the beauty and riches of the
Earth but also to make the Earth a healthier
and safe palace to live. Speeches, sit-ins,
parades and demonstrations on the
occasion of Earth Day have brought ‘
awareness about the dangers of over-
population, energy waste, and pollution.
Earth Day was first observed on April -
22nd, 1970 with the message "Give Earth
a Chance" and to give attention to
reclaiming the purity of the air, water and’
living environment.

Anna Babu, Std. VI

In the middle ages in Europe the court jester,
or fools, amused the king and his court with jokes
and tricks. At first, court jesters sang songs of
brave deeds. But as time went by they became
tellers of jokes and funny stories. Jokes told by
jesters began to appear in collections of jestbooks
for eg. "Tarltan's jests" which appeared in about
1611. So you see how long ago people were
collecting jokes. The famous joke teller in history
is Joe Miller, an English actor who lived from
1684 to 1738, In India Madavya is the jester of
puranic King, Dushantha. Birbal and Tenali Rama
were the ministers of emperors Akbar and Krishna
Devaraya respectively. They were also jesters at
the same time. Messages sent by Damayanthi to
her husband Nala in king Rithuparna's court is
another interesting riddle.

Source : 'Here is the answer'

Sharanya B., Std. VI

WHY DO WE SAY THAT ... ?
A NINE DAY WONDER

Something that is very popular for a while

and then loses its appeal is said to be a nine day
wonder.

The saying is said to have come from the
plight of new born puppies and kittens which are,
of course, blind at birth, Generally, their eyes
open at or about the ninth day of their lives,

So for the first nine days all is wondrous and
mysterious. After that they can see things clearly
and the world around them becomes a common

place and taken for granted. The-nine-day
wonder is past,

Asha Mary Kurian, Std. VI
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NOT ADULTS ?

Mmunity to resist the disease bu children do not have the strength to face it.
0 affects only children, |

{owever, it will not affect those children who have

accme. properly. Moreover, every child is exposed to the polio virus,
tany sign of the disease.

That is why only a small perce

Adults have sufficient
This is the reason why polj
already been given the org) polio v
but he develops immunity withoy

ntage of children infected with polio are paralysed.

Collected by N. Nandakumar, Std. [V

MY PET

I'have a pet, a little dog ) She wags her tail.
I know he cares for me. When I go back from school

She waits for me without fail.
... When I give her favourite biscuit to eat

I throw a stick and she catches it,
that's how she plays with me.
She is a gem,

She jumps and catches it,
her name is Ruby.

. She loves her evening walks
She is a loyal friend. B | and it also keeps her fit.
and good company too. \ ¥ By I love my pet, my little dog

Whenever I call her et ) and she loves me too.

Shreya Tholpadi
Std. 11

Mrs. Wilson entered a photograph shop and said to the photographer, " I have
a photograph of my late departed husband. I wish to have an enlargement made.
But I don't like that awful straw hat he has on. Do you think you can remove it ?

Nodding, the photographer asked, "Did your husband part his hair on the left
side or the right. ’

"I don't remember," said Mrs. Wilson, "but you can see for yourself when you

take the hat off. Nandhini Kanagaraj, Class VIII
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Things to know

F
The best day

The greatest sin

The best gift

The meanest thing

The greatest need

The most expensive indulgence
The greatest trouble maker
The greatest teacher

The cleverest man
The worst bankrupt

The cheapest, stupidest
easiest thing to do

Today

Fear

Forgiveness

Jealousy

Common sense

Hatred

Talking too much

One who wants to make you
learn

One who does what he thinks is
right

The soul that has lost its enthusiasm
Finding fault

Collected by M. Suganya
Std. V

POWER

"If even 100 of the 543 MPs were women,
they would have a civilising effect on productivity
in Parliament" asserted M.S. Gill, Chief Election
Commissioner of India. Quite some tribute to
woman power ! Here is an account of how women
here and abroad have become worthy of that most
deserved praise,

Elizabeth 1 She enriched real politic
and good governance, gave impetus to colonial-
ism, nationalism and scholarly pursuits.

Edith Sodergran She showed how a
woman -author can uniquely define modernist
experimenting.

M.S. Subbalakshmi She showed how
divine human voice can be and in process made
Carnatic music a household name the world over.

Lata and Asha Mangeshkar : They broke

all sorts of records and made melody accessible
to common man.

Steffi Graf She proved how class and
character grace a game.

Bachendri Pal
and many other peaks.

She scaled Mzt. Everest

Mother Teresa : Words cannot describe the -

way she served the poor in an alien country. She
gave charity a name and the kindest face,

Other than these, people, there are many
others who have set records like Kalpana Chawla,
Madam Curie, Joan of Arc 50 on and so forth.
We, the women of tomorrow, should have the

dream of achieving something or the other in
future.

R. Angel Jeneafer
Std. VIII

N > B




Let this not happen...

< New Gen Tree

A new Gen session 5 -,
in progress H’ =
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M}]Slc, i'?-’ sound arranged into pleasing or

Interacting patterns. It forms an important part
of many cultural and social activities. People use
Mmusic to express feelings and ideas. Music also
serves to entertain and relax,

Like drama and dance, music is a performing
art. It differs from such arts as painting and poetry,
in which artists create works and then display or
publish them. Musical composers need musicians
to interpret and perform their works, just as play-
wrights need actors to perform their plays. Thus,
most musical performances are really partnerships
between composers and performers.

Music is one of the oldest arts, People probably
started to sing as language developed. Hunting tools
struck together may have been the first musical

“instruments. By about 10,000 B.C., people had

discovered how to make flutes out of hollow bones.
Many ancient peoples, including-the:Egyptians,

Chinese, and Babylonians;-used musicincourtand——7Xt.0Pular-MusicToday ;_Much of today's popular
use: ) ™

—

religious ceremonies. The first written music.dates.
from about 2500 B.C.

Today, music takes many forms -around the
world. The music of people in Europe and the

Americas is known as 'Western music'. There are
two chief kinds of western music, classical and
popular. Classical music includes symphonies, op-
eras, and ballets. Popular music includes country
music, folk music, jazz, and rock music. The
cultures of Africa and Asia have developed their own
types of classical and popular music.

Classical Music : Classical music is written chiefly
for concerts, for religious services and for opera and
ballet. It includes music for groups of
entertainments such as symphony orchestras for
voices, and for both instruments and voices.
Classical music is sometimes called art music,

Classical music varies greatly. Many
compositions are extremely long and have a variety
of tempos (speeds) and styles. Others are short and
have the same tempo and style throughout. Some
classical music deals with a specific subject. Many
works of classical music combine both instrumental

~ anew type of jazz called ‘fusion”. Tt combined the
-~ rhythms-of rock-and the improvisation-of jazz: —

parts and vocal parts.

Popular music : The term 'popular music' includes

such diverse styles as country and western music,

jazz music form musical comedies and motion
pictures, rock, and soul. Scholars have traced the
history of popular music back to ancient Greece and
Rome. During the 1900's, popular music has
achieved great economic and social importance.
Today, it ranks as a major industry in North America
and Western Europe.

The Rock Era : Popular music went through a
revolution during the 1950's, when rock music
appeared on a national scale. Rock has dominated
popular music ever since. Leading rock performers
of the 1950's included Chuck Berry, Buddy Holly
and Elvis Presley. During the 1960's, the Beatles,
an English group, became the most popular rock
group in history.

usic is a mixtiire of several styles. During the

1970's, many musicians blended rock and jazz into

" The chief devélopment in the popular musicof

the 1970’s occurred with the appearance of a new
style called 'disco’. Much of disco's popularity
resulted from the sound-track album 'S aturday Night
Fever', which consisted of disco songs from the
motion picture of the same name. More than 30

million copies of this album were sold throughout
the world.

By the early 1980's, many performers had made

albums whose sales totalled millions of copies. .

They included the Eagles, Fleetwood Maac, Pink
Floyd, Kiss and Michael Jackson.

Career in Music : Careers in music provide many
personal rewards. But such careers require talent
and dedication. Only a person willing to devote a

great deal of time to study and practice should
consider a career in music.

Compiled by Rebecca Chacko, Std. IX.
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HOW I CELEBRATED
I CHRISTMAS

After my second term examination, school
closed for three weeks, Iwent to my home town,
Kollam. One week before Christmas we hung
WO stars in front of the house, We made a
Christmas tree with colourful bulbs. Al my

Uncles, Aunties and Cousins came for Christmas.
We had great fun.

Nivin, Class [

A DAY AT THE
BACKWATERS

During my last monsoon holidays, I went to
Kumarakom. We went through narrow roads with
canals and paddy fields along the way. There
were small huts fields and fishermen selling their
fresh catch of the day. At the Taj resort, we had
great fun playing in the children's park and going
for a boat ride. 1 liked the house boat or
'Kettuvallam' very much. Just like a cute house,
it had bed rooms, a verandah and kept rocking
from side 1o side. We also visited the bird sanc-

tuary, hear by. When it was time to return, I was
tired, but happy.

Shobita George, STD I

-1

MY GRANDMA

I love my Grandma,
She tells me stories,
She is very cute,
She is always in a good mood,

I like her very much !

I. Sanjitha, Class I

MY VISIT TO DELHI

During my Christmas holidays I went to
Delhi, Agra and Lucknow. We went by train. We
came across many states and many rivers.

In Delhi we saw India Gate, Red fort, Lotus

Temple, Rajghat, Birla Mandir, Appu Ghar &
Qutab Minar.

In Agra we saw the Agra Fort and the
beautiful Taj Mahal. On the way we saw Mathura
and Vrindavan, the birth place of Krishna, At
Lucknow also known as ‘City of Nawabs', I saw
the two Imambaras and the Residency. I also
visited Ayodhya, the birth place of Rama. But,

of all the places I like Munnar which s clean and
green,

Nivya, Class I

MY NATIVE PLACE

1 love my native place because, j/

it is very nice to play in water,

tn small streams and to catch ﬁshes.x
I love to hear my grandma's stories
I don't have 1o wear any pullover

e s A
.. g T
and my dry skin will start shining. g:}t@” bd \é'i /
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L have so mych place to run around

>3 and so many coysins to play with.
M love t0 go 10 my native place because
»There is no home work, no school and

no getting up early, there

Noel Yeldos, Class |
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MY FIRST TRIP TO SABARIMALA

On Dec. 16th my brother, uncle, cousins and
[ went to Sabarimala. We started from our home
after the 'kettu nirakal' was over. From
Mavelikara we went to Erumeli where (at Mr.
E.K. Nayanar's daughters-in-law's house) we had
lunch. At3'O clock we went to a temple and we
had 'Petta Thullal' (because my brother and I were
'Kanni Ayyappas') From there we went to
Sabarimala. On the way we bathed in the Pampa

TREE

O look at the tree
It is so big and tall
Its colour is green

It gives us shade

It's a useful tree

I like the tree so such.

Ani Chitra, Class I

MY PET CAT

I have a cat which is my pet. It's name is
"Chinnu". Its colour is black and eyes are green.
It is a very playful cat. It likes to sleep on the
sofas and cushions. It likes to drink milk and
eats fish, meat etc. It has along black tail. Ilove

my cat.

Nithin Abraham Mammen, Std. I

river. We parked our car at Pampa. From there
we climbed up the hill at the night. On the way I
saw a wild Pig and so many donkeys. We reached
Sabarimala at 12 O' Clock. We had our dinner
there. We stayed in the government guest house.
In the morning we went to the temple and
worshipped Ayyappa. I felt very happy and proud.
We came back to Mavelikara at about 6.30 in the
evening.

Sujesh Unnithan, Class I

MY HOLIDAYS

During this X-mas holidays our dance group
went to the Anaichal and we performed dance in
the temple. I did the snake dance in my group.
My Mummy, Daddy, Grand Father, Grand
Mother, sister and cousin sister also came to that
place. They all enjoyed the programme and
appreciated me. Ialso got claps from others. So
I will never forget this holiday in my life.

R. Sharmila

Std. I
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Raga Vasantha : Tala-Adi
Aro-hana-SM GMDNS
Avaro-hana-SNDM GRS

PALLAVI
Dheem,, Nathrudheem Nathrudheem thana |
Dheem,, Nathrudheem Nathrudheem thana |l
Thillana thathikidathom nathrudheem, |
Thakidajum, thakidajum, thadhikinathom Il

ANUPALLAVI
Dhoom, nathrudhim, thathikidathom |
Thillana thithillana thathikidathom I
Thathitharikida thakathithalamku [
thakadhimi thakathithalamku Il
Tharikidathom tharikidathom |
Sa NiDaMaGaRiSall

CHARANAM
Thakidajum,,,,.| Gamada madani gamadanisall
Sundaramohana-Mokshakadakshamu |
Sasoythanirupama yogesa I
Sree Bhagyasura Vasantha ragathma bandhum I
Ga Ma Da Ni Sa Sa NiDaMa GaRiSal
Sagama Gamada
Madani Danisa Il

Thakidadhom thakadhom thrikidathom
hakidadhom Ga Ma Da Ni Il

Thakidadhom t

G. Sudhir Kumar
Music Teacher

| ¥
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HOBBIES

on one's own passion
gs around one

t of animation
becoming trim

Hobbies depend
For the many thin
Some choose the ar
While some spend time On
pbies occasionally
Many change them frequently

They change it from time 10 time
No matter, it's no crime

A housewife's interest in shopping
Varies from a child skipping and hopping
A Cricket star's interest in playing
is definitely not the same as a saint praying

Some change ho

Painting, Reading, Music
Dances from Western 10 Classical
A plumber's skill in easing a block
a mechanic's interest in repairing a clock

So, how many to choose from
both of silence and of noise
But, even if the list contains many or some
One's choice is one's own choice.

Sudha P, Class X

MOTHER NATURE

Oh! Nature my mother!
I feel very sad for you.
you are so beautiful
that everyone will envy you.
You are not only a mother to me,
but, for mankind also.
You are also a mother to plants and animals
S0, you are a mother to everyone.

Bu{ some of your children are so cruel
especza.lly the two-legged animal called r;zan
He is no greedy that he is killing you,
Oh, my dear mother, I feel sad for you.

Anjali G.S., Class. VI

SR
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A PEEP INTO FUTURE
GADGETS AT HOME

We are all used to gadgets in our homes
helping us through the day - washing machines,
telephones, food - mixers, alarm clocks and so
on. As each year goes by, there seems to be more
gadgets to do more of our jobs.

Can you imagine a world where gadgets help
us to do almost everything? Think of what an
ordinary day in the future might be like - where
you are helped along every minute by a gadget
on machine of some sort or other.

Time to wake up. Your favourite music plays
as the bedroom lights become steadily brighter.
The lack of your mattress on your bed tilts up to
make a comfortable back rest. The bedside table
swings over your lap with the breakfast you
ordered last night.

Out of bed and into the shower cubicle. As
the water touches you pyjamas they dissolve
away and run down the plughole. Jets of hot
soapy water squirt at you from all directions.
Then a warm rinse is followed by 2 seconds of
cold water - to make sure you are really awake !
Warm air then blows through the cubicle to dry
you all over.

Back in the bedroom, the bed had remade
itself. The remains of your breakfast have
automatically disappeared down the waste
disposal chute. Last night, you threw your cloths
into the bottom of your cupboard. Now, they are
clear and smooth and hanging up ready for you

to slip into.

Time for school. Lock your door, sit down
in front of your teaching machine and switch on
the screen. For 2 hours, you and you robot teacher
go through a maths and science lesson. You talk
to and answer questions on the screen by typing
on the keyboard. The lock on your bedroom door
will only open when you have finished the work

properly. You will have another two-hour lesson
in the afternoon.

Last night, you talked to some friends on the
videophone and agreed to meet at the park this
afternoon. Down in the street, electric cars are
gliding by. Some of them are empty, some have
passengers, but none has a driver. They are
following signals sent to them by wires buries
under the road. You press a couple of buttons on
your wrist watch. A car soon pulls over and stops.
In it there are 3 other people who also want to go
to the park. Your car waits for a moment and
quickly slips into a gap in the stream of traffic.

It's pouring now outside, but down at the park
it is dry. Huge floating screens like flat balloons
blot out the sky and protect you from the
inclement weather. Warm, artificial sunlight
beams down from lamps hung above the park.
You and your friends have a game of football -
the robot goalkeeper is much faster than a human
and very difficult to beat.

Back home, and the family meets together for
the evening meal. Mother does her shopping
once a week by videophone. The grocery is
delivered right into the kitchen by the service lift.
Each meal has been prepared and cooked at the
food factory. All you have to do is put it in the
microwave oven for a few minutes and then peel
off the cover. No washing up to do afterwards -
just gather up the table cloth and everything that's
on it and push the lot down the waste disposal chute,

You then wish your family good night and
getinto bed. You know tomorrow is going to be
the same. But, you are not thinking about it.
You are exhausted after your match and the lights
are dim. You close your eyes and

.................

Anjana Varma, Class IX
(Based on ideas from the ‘Childcraft')
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MY TRIP TO
HALEBEED TEMPLE

‘ .I was very excited at the thought of going to
visit the ancient temple at Halbeed. My father,
mother and I set off early one morning. It took
us an hour to reach.

The temple looked magnificent from outside.
We had to buy tickets to go inside. We took a
guide so that he could explain every thing about
the temple to us. He told us that the
Hoysaleswara temple was built during 1121 A.D.
and it took 105 years to complete. Even now there
is some incomplete work. The Muslim rulers of
that time attacked the temple twice and destroyed
some of the carvings. Signs of this can be seen
even today. There were two different temples for
the King and the Queen. The temple is full of
carvings on the walls showing lords Shiva,
Krishna, Karna, Arjuna and the demon king
Ravana.

After visiting the temple we all had a nice
lunch at'a hotel near by. It was a very enjoyable
day for us and I also learnt a little about Indian
history.

Thushar Thimmiah , Class III

MY BROTHER

My Brother's name is Seshan Shyan. He is
studying in UKG in the Anna Gem Science Park
Matriculation School in Chennai. He is staying
in my aunty's house. He is smart and active. In
the flat everybody likes him. Ttalk to him over
phone on Sundays. He told me that he had won
prizes in sports and cultural events. I feel lonely
and sad that he is not with me. Iam praying to
God that he should come here. So that we can be

together.

H. Shylaja, Class IV

———

10 FOLD PATH TO
DIVINITY

1. Love and serve your Motherland: do not
hate or hurt another's motherland.

2. Honour every religion : each is a pathway
to the one & only god.

3. Love all men without distinction : know
that mankind is a single community.

4. Keep your home and its environs clean : it
will ensure health and happiness for you
and for society.

5. Do not throw coins when beggars stretch
their hands for arms : help them to become
self-reliant. Provide food and shelter, love
and care for the sick and the aged .

6. Do not tempt others by offering bribes or
demean yourself by accepting bribes.

7. Do not develop jealousy, hatred or envy
on any account.

8. Do not depend on others to serve your
personal needs; become your own servant,
before proceeding to serve others.

9. Observe the laws of the state and be an
exemplary citizen.

10. Adore God, Abhor Sin
Vishak S., Std. IX

MY X’'MAS HOLIDAYS

I went to Cochin for Christmas holidays. I
stayed with my parents, grandmother, uncles,
aunts, and cousins in a place called Riviera
Retreat. My cousins and had a nice time playing
in the park and in the swimming pool. T hope we¢
will go there again for my next holidays.

Ria Elizabeth Jacob, Std. I

P—
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PLASTICS

.P]astics are stable synthetic material that is
fluid at some stage in their manufacture. They
can be shaped, and later set to make rigid or semi
rigid solids. Plastics today are chiefly derived
from petroleum. Most are polymers made up of
long chains of molecules.

They replace a number of natura] substances,
being light weight, easy to clear, durable and
capable of being rendered very strong - for
example by the addition of carbon fibres - for
building air craft and other engineering projects.

Environmental Influence : Since plastics have
afforded an economical replacement for ivory in
the manufacture of Piano keys and billiard balls,
the industrial chemist may well have been
responsible for the survival of the elephant. Most
plastics cannot be broken down by micro

HOW TO MAKE A
STEAM BOAT

Articles required : Lid of a soap case, a small
talcum powder tin, a little wire and a candle.

How to make : Make a hole on one side, at
the bottom of the talcum powder tin, and fill half
of it with hot water. Now with the help of the
wire place the powder-tin on the soap-case. Light
the candle and put it in the soap-case lid just
below the centre of the tin. Finally float this
apparatus in a pan full of water.

Now as the water boils, steam will start
coming out of the hole and push this boat for-
ward. Moving like a steam engine it would
provide delightful entertainment for your friends.

And if you take a little more pain you can
also decorate your boat with colourfu] eye-catch-
ing designs to attract your companions.

Nithya Krishnan, Class VII

organisms so they cannot be easily disposed off.
Incineration leads to the release of toxic fumes,
unless carried out at a very high temperature.

Environmentally Friendly Plastics:
Biodegradable plastics are increasingly in
demand. BIOPOL was developed in 1990. Soil
microorganisms are need to build the plastics in
their cells from carbon-di-oxide and water (it
constitutes 80% of their cell tissue). The unused
parts of micro organisms are dissolved away by
heating in water. The discarded plastics can be
placed in landfill sites where it breaks back down
into carbon - di - oxide and water. It costs three
to five times as much as ordinary plastics to
produce. Another plastic digested by soil micro
organisms is polyhydroxybutyrate (PHB) which
is made from sugar.

R. Nandini Shivshankar
Class I1X

NATURE

We have wonderful nature
With birds flowers & animals
And the green grass around us
with water falls, streams and rivers.
Cruel men spoil the greenery
by littering the surrounding
Alas! God has given nature

Preserve it for the Sfuture

N. Binita Roshni
Class 1V
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DO YOU KNOW !

DO BLIND PEOPLE DREAM 7

All human beings who have the power to think 2

use their mind to dream. Blind people have more imagination ] ; o
normal person and they dream too. Dreams are caused by emotion, fear, longings, wishes, needs

and memories. But something from the outside may influence what. we drcaqubgut_ We see
things and as a result we dream. Those who can't see any thing, make a picture out ot it by dreaming,

DO HEAVY CRICKET BATS PRODUCE BETTER STROKES ?

Yes, according to Newton's third law of motion, for every action there is an eq_ual and opposite
reaction. Thus, when a cricket ball hits a bat, a heavier bat produces greater reaction, compared to
a lighten bat but, the batsman will need extra energy to handle a heavier bat. West Indian batsman
Vivian Richards was known for using a heavy bat to get this advantage.

CAN WE HEAR WHILE WE ARE ASLEEF ?

Our unconscious mind (sometimes the word 'subconscious is used) is ever awake. As aresult,
remarks and comments heard when we are asleep also are registered in one mind. Accordingly to
many psychologists, comments heard during sleep leave a much greater impact on the mind than
those heard while we are awake.

WHY DO BABIES CRY ?

Babies particularly the newly born ones move in and out of six different states of arousal of
which crying is one. The others are regular sleep, irregular sleep, drowsiness, quite alertness and
waking activity, Crying is the initial way in which babies communicate their way of letting
parents know that they need food, comfort and stimulation. The baby's cry is a complex auditory
stimulus that varies in intensity, from a whimper, to a message of all-out distress. Events that
cause young infants to cry usually have to do with physical needs. Hunger is the most obvious
cause: but babies may also cry in response to temperature changes, undressing, a sudden loud
noise or a painful stimulus.

WHY DO FLOWERS SMELL SO NICE ?
WHAT IS THE SOURCE OF THAT SMELL?

The smell in flowers comes from the special oils that are produced in the petals, as the plant
grows. When their oil evoporate, which it does very easily, it gives off a fragrance \\,'hich we can
smell. Various combination of chemicals in the oil of different flowers result in a variety of
smells. Some pleasant, like those in roses and lilies, while others are quite unpleasant ’

nd imagine dream. Even retarded people can
and thinking power compared to 3
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The HRS teamn at St. John’s
Intemational School, Chennal.

The venue of the national
programme for middle school
students, from 26th to 30th Dec. '89.

| | NATIONAL
FOR MIDDLE SCI-ICiOLh
2, 77.24. 29 & 0™ PEC 00

-t ‘ T

! A skit

An Exhibition of Paintings by
Mr. K.K. Sasikrishnan, otr Art
Teacher, was inaugurated by
Mr. M.K. Damodaran, Advocate
General of Kerala recently. The
picture shows Mr. Damodaran
jointly lighting the ceremonialilamp
with Mr. K.K. Warrier, one of'the
veteran artists from Ernakulam,

afterinaugurating the wesk longex-
hibition.
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NATIONAL LEVEL SCIENCE TALENT COMPLTITION 1900-2000
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This bs ta certify that \tnm_qﬂﬁa&s,j'&iegmgm Asst, Maskee/Teacher
of Jhe 3‘}‘3& .‘hﬁégi{dﬂ( J(.\ @;&Q-,_ Schiol | Coblepe is awanded

4 TBEST SCIENCE ORGANINER™ 1n _ Valanal  level for b/ ber

perfermance In organhing “National Level Science Talent Competition 1999 2000"

comducted by PUTANI VIGNANA, Children Science Monthhy.

Thix certificate b ismed on the pceaston of NFAY CENTURY DAY, Ist January 2000.
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Laurel for Mrs. Janaki Thyagarajan

Accolade for the school

THEY DID US PROUD

& e

National Rank holders - Leya Elizabe
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WATIONAL LEVIL BCWNCE TALENT COMPETITION 1994 2000

SCHO0L AWARD
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FUTANI NV IGNANA Children Sclence Manthly,

Thin schonl swlieer placed a3 BEST in 2 0erel ey
for iy commitment to spread Scientifie Aititude
among the students
This certifcate i bsued on 1he eccashon of
NEW CLNTURY DAY, Iat January 2060

ohan, IVth Std., Fifth at
National level Jasper Joysingh, Vilith Standard, Fourth at National
level. Mrs. Janaki Thyagarajan, (best Science Organiser at National
level), State Rank holders - Sandhya Sivakumar, Xth Std., Second at
State level and V. Angeline llird Std., Fifth at State level (from left to
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It was in the nights and days of December
Yes ! [ really remember
When I slept on my cosy bed
Then came, in the darkness the huge giants.
To destroy our plants

And the night passed away
and my dreams rippled away.
Oh ! It's morning !

« With the melodious songs of the birds

'the tiny dewdrops on the grass, the chillness
of the air and also our great sun
waking me up.
I looked out of my window
And there goes a heart of wild buffaloes
passing the hills which is a thrilling sight.
From the hill flows the precious golden
water, gushing down.
It looks like a golden necklace.
Oh! I can see the teabushes also covered
with dew drops
which looks like a white sheet for
a green bed
and yes the time is passing.
The teapluckers came for work

Out of their beds in this cold morning
working for their daily bread.

Yes they worked sincerely.

It was time to go to school

Arrange books, dress up, eat, go

There came the school bus on the black
road which looks like a black snake
thrust up between the green
vegetation.

Yes Bye ! Bye ! Mummy !

I said and left for school.

With a fresh mind to study good things.
We were all happy like flowers

cool as the moon

and bright as the sun

We thanked our Lord for the world so sweet
and the friends we greet

I miss them all —

My teachers, friends and ail

Yes ! I miss Munnar

— THE HEAVEN ON EARTH
Dona Merin C. Philip (Former student)
Std. IX, Naval Public School, Cochin.
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Little known facts about well known things

DOLBY STEREO

Named after its American inventor R.M.
Dolby, it is a system of electronic noise re-
duction mechanism used especially in stereo
tape recorders for containing the hiss. Music
systems that are not equipped with Dolby
emanate a hissing sound, which is disturbing
and becomes conspicuous when there is no
recorded speech or instrumental sound to sub-
merge the hiss.

WEB PAGE AND
WEB SITE

A Web site is a file of information located
on a server connected to the world wide web.
The www is a set of protocols and software
that allows the global computer network, the
Internet to display multimedia documents.
Every website has a unique address which one
needs to know to see its contents.

A web site contains web pages which
includes text, photographs, video, music etc.
They also include links in the form of hyper text
which is highlighted or coloured text that the user
can click on instructing the computer to jump to
a new page of the same or a different site.

TOUCH-ME-NOT

A touch-me-not plant has compound leaves
with a slightly swollen structure at the base
called pulvinus. The lower h'alf of this is
composed of thin walled cells with large inter-
cellular spaces and the upper half are thick
walled without any inter cellular space.

When the leaves of the plant are touched,
the upper turgid cells put pressure on lower flac-
cid cells and the leaves fold up.

BRAIN TRANSPLANT ?

It is not possible to have a brain transplant.
And there are several reasons for this. Unlike
other organs, such as the kidney, liver and
cornea, the central nervous system can barely
tolerate ischemia, that is oxygen deprivation.
Removing the brain would render it ischoemic
for a long period and lead to irreversible cellular
damage no matter what support is given. Theo-
retically the entire central nervous system (the
brain and the spinal cord), nerves to eyes, ears,
facial muscles, throat, and tongue would have
to be transplanted but it would be a massive
operation and technically impossible.

Bino Antony, Class XII

N
1. What is the opposite of jurasick park? Jurahealthy park
2. Why is Sunday the strongest day? Because others are weekdays (weak)!
3.  The first of first is first in you, the last of zero is double
in you the first of last is last in you. Who are you ? A fool !
4.  What is the end of everything ? The letter 'G' !
5. What 'is a volcano ? _ A mountain with hiccups
6.  What is that everyone has seen and will never see again? Yesterday !
7.  Why did the lion go to the top of the mountain ? Because it can't go under it !
8.  What can you hold in your right palm but not your left palm? Your left elbow !

Sandhya, Class -VIIIL

2
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CARNIVOROUS PLANTS

Carnivorous plants grow in areas, where it is deficient in nitrogen (for eg. on rocks,
World wide there are about 450 species of carnivorous plants.

SUNDEW PLANTS

The leaves of most sundew plants are red and it attracts usually insects like ants and bugs etc.
On the leaves are hair-like structure which has a sticky fluid which looks like dew drops or tiny
drops which have the name 'adhesive trap’. When an insect gets caught the leaves bend to it In
such a way that it's the end of it. Then the plant digests it.

VENUS FLY TRAP

Another kind of carnivorous plant- the venus fly trap specializes in what can be .called the
snap trap method. Here the trap is a modified leaf. The trap consists of two lobes which e.tcts as
a hinge. There are long spines on each lobe at the edge. On the surface are bigger hairs. This trap
closes within a span of 20 seconds. This has holes but only small insects can escape.

Ayesha Nusrat, Std. VI

marshes).

RS barorh:

Tsip

Nandhini Kanagaraj, Class VIII

JOKES

Judy : Where are you going in such a hurry ?
Mike : I'm running away from trouble.
Judy : You can't run away from trouble. Don't you know you've got to

face up to trouble ?

Mike : You face up to him. Trouble is the name of my neighbour's angry
bull dog. And here he comes.

—
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LUCKNOW TRIP

A team of seven students escorted by two
teachers representing HRS left for Lucknow
on 2nd April to take part in the Macfair 2000,
a literary, science & computer competition
from 6th to 10th April organised by the City
Montessori School, Mahanagar Branch,
Lucknow and reached back safely home on
13th April.

Macfair stands for making All Round
Characters at the fair. It is not just a
competition. But all about good team work,
keen -interest, instand friendship, constant
creativity, Universal message and ofcourse,
great-fun. Lucknow and especially the City
Montessori School is very well known for its
warm welcome and hospitality & we all
experienced every bit of it. About 56 Schools
from Bangladesh, Dubai, Nepal & Srilanka
apart from prestigious schools from all over
India sent their teams to compete at the
Macfair-2000.

It gave us exposure, experience,
knowledge, wisdom & interaction. Such
opportunities provide from to student
communities for excercising their mental
facilities to learn from each other, develop
confidence and the spirit of globalise and also
use their failures as stepping stores for success.
Mr. Gandhi, founder person of the CMS said
that competitions such as Macfair and also
other competitions like the Cofas, Quantas,
Celesta etc. also organised by CMS promote
world peace and unity besides encouraging the
pursuits of sciences. The list of judges for
various events included 26 eminent scientists,

technologists & experts from prestigif)us
institutions. There was also Mr. Barry O' Brian,
the renouned quiz master and the famgus pop
singer Mrs. IlaArun as judges. Eveqythmg was
very fair at Macfair. The Modern High School,
Dubai was the overall championg from the
junior group and in the seniors, it was the
Loyala High School, Jamshedggr taking away
the trophy. The HAM competition coqducted
by Barry O' Brian was the most interesting and
at the same time required a very high level of

skill.

Every morning there was an all religion
peace prayer for about 30 minutes, after which
the competitions began and in the evenings,
there was either a talent show or a rained of
singing and dancing. The accomodation, food,
the orderly manner in which the events were
conducted and the gentle care taken by the
teachers and the CMS students was just
wonderful. We also got to do a bit of sight
seeing of the beautiful city of Lucknow and
shopping in the biggest shopping area called
Hazrat Gay. We all, from the bottom of our
hearts thank the principal, Mrs. Lakshmi
Ramachandran for giving us this opportunity,
one which will be cherished throughout our
lives and all the teachers who helped us to
prepare for our events and also air teacher
escorts, Mrs. Janaki Thyagarajan and Mrs.
Suman Ravi who tok good care of us. We all
hope that the HRS students are given winder
opportunites to take part in such evetns,

Jai Jagat.
R. Ashwin, Class X

JusTAMINUTE

KK Sast.kvisbmarg,
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MOMENTS WITH DR. M.S. GILL

Interview conducted with Dy, M.S. Gill, Chief Election Commissioner during his stay at
Ladbroke House, Munnar by R. Ashwin student of class X, High Range School.

' RA: Good aftemoon sir, This is the first time I am
Interviewing a great celebrity like you, so please pardon me

and correct me if [ go wrong anywhere. Sir, What was your
ambition when you were young?

MSG:  When I was in school in St. Georges,
Mussorie, I wanted to do well in cricket, T was a good left
arm spinner and played good cricket. 1 did not have a clear
idea what I wanted to become at that stage in academics.
During 1953-55 when [ was in college in Ludhiana, we often
focussed on 1AS since that was in thing.

RA: What qualification does an election
commissioner normally need?

MSG: Itisa
complex qualification
you need, of course law
and regulation is there,
But  one needs
experience and
background work in
administration work.
614 million people are
voting and 50 lakh
people are at the polling
station. Itis the biggest
thing in the world.
South India to the
Himalayas,  from
Mizoram to Rajasthan,
mountains forests every
kind of place. There are states that are well developed, some
are not. So one needs some background and knowledge and

capacity to organise such thing.
RA : So, even today you have to do a lot of reading.

MSG:  Yes one should always be reading. My
hobbies and passion is reading. Yesterday Mr. Ashok
Bhardwaj was suggesting to ook up a book in the guest house
called 100 years about planting. So I'read about the history.
Read about the elephants which come and bash up your
bungalows!. always carry books. One always has to keep

F g ""\c-v:ﬁﬂ
e T T

reading.

RA: How does one rise upto become an Election
Commissioner? Is he nominated or elected and by whom?

MSG:  Noyou cannot rise upto become an E.C. It
isaccidental. E.C.isnota job for life. You have to do like I
pointed out earlier admini- stration work and then the PM
and his cabinet if they thing one is suit- able can appoint
you. If is for 6 years and retire ment age is 65 years. You
cannot plan to become an E.C. Are you clear?

RA: Yessir
RA: What exactly do you do asan E.C.?

MSG:  Theconsti
tution article 324 says
that E.C. is supposed
to organise supervise
and control elections.
So we are the Election
Commissioners for
elections to
Parliament, the
President and the VP
and also to the state
legislature. We do not
conduct elections for
the corporation or a
village panchayat, We
do the higher ones.

RA: Are you busy only during the elections?

MSG: No, as I explained we have to do many
elections. So 25 states plus parliament, state President, Vice
president and all of those have to be done, When somebody
dies or resigns, then by elections are conducted. Then in
between we have to keep revising the electrol rolls. it si not
easy to revise electorar rolls. We have to maintain 60 crore
people. Inthe last 2 years we have been working in computers
and we have put them on CD-ROMS, Electronic voting cards

contd...

A
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to every body. So many things to do. It is not that when
voting is finished our job is over. We have to keepon planning
and doing the jobs.

RA: Some regions only have electronic voting and
some are not why is it neglected?

MSG:  Althoughin the last 10 years somebody has
bought M/c's, we were not using it. Last year I thought we
must use it, so first we started in some constituencies in MP,
Delhi, Rajasthan. That gave us good experience and people
liked it. After that we used it in bye-elections, then we used
it in the Goa election. Now we have used it in 46
parliamentary seats out of 532. Yes we have not used it in
every state. We decided not to have it in places where it is
difficult or where administrative capabilities are poor. We
wanted to be cautious or else people will lose faith. But
slowly we will expand it.

RA: Last few years has seen frequent elections --
obviously it is a great loss to the country. What is your
opinion?

MSG:
RA: Somany crores of Rupees is spent?

MSG: Tt is better if elections are not held too
frequently. it should last its full term. But if those who are
elected by people, if they failed in any manner then
democracy requires that we go back and ask people, because
power belongs to the people and no one else. Expenditure
on democracy is not a waste.

It is not a loss to the country,

RA : Do you have to take an Oath to take over as EC?

MSG: NO, surprisingly there is no Oath. I think
we should have. All senior positions in the country have,
but surprisingly at the moment there is no Oath that I have to
formally take.

RA : What advise would you give to youngsters like
me?

MSG: Tknowitis very difficult to advise. Butitis
believed widely that elders are supposed to give advise,
although I don't feel confident about that. Butall I can say is
you should be studying and doing things which you like and
then do it to the best you can and I believe if you study the
subjects you like, you will definitely study them hard. Ina
country like India, I am also a parent and have 2 girls, often

g |
what you are studying and what you want to become, ap
engineer, or an architect or a tea planter it is the thinking of
the mother and father, who are pushing you to do what they
want you to become. Now if you do not like maths, science
etc they push you and that is no good. So I'hope they do not
push you and hope you study the subject you like and
ultimately choose any profession you like, but if you are
pushed you may not like it and would not do well. Ibelieve
that ambition of the parent should not always become the
choice for the child.

RA : Lastly Sir, how was your Munnar trip?

MSG:  Oh very good. I have only heard it is good,
but now when I have seen it, it is really suberb. I have been
for the last 6 years President of the Indian Mountaineering
Federation. I went to Darjecling in 1961 and met Tensing -
You know who he is?

RA : Yes sir, he was the first person to climb Mount
Everest.

MSG: He trained me and do you know who was
Hillary?

RA : Yes he went with him.

MSG: Heis my friend and now lives in NZ. You
have these great rocks here in kerala and all over South. They
should be doing rock climbing. It is great. It is a great sport
in Europe. People climb the steep rocks and I feel these
hills are so superb.

So next time when I come 1 would like to visit your
school and advise the Principal/teacher to give you students
astrong trekking class once a week. A group of Sr. students
should be going on a longer trek for 3 or 4 days. That will
be a great experience and help character building and toughen
you up. If you keep only studying books, that is not,

I'really like this place. You have everything an young
student requires.

0.X.-GOOD,

RA: Sir, Tam really obliged and thankful to you for

having taken time out of your busy schedule and agreed for
this interview,

MSG:  Good, you have really done a very long and
good comprehensive interview - all the best. O

L :: I
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NPMSS - A REPORT

When school closed for the December holidays. |
was looking forward to it go eagerly for a coy li .of
reasons : one was that I was flying (o Mumbai for :brief
holiday afld secondly, from there I was to fly by myself
to Chennai to attend the Nationa] programme for middle
school students organised by the St. John's International
Residential School on the hence 'Role of students in the
new millennium'.

I'reached St. John's school at 12 noon, T was given
a very warm welcome by the St. John's authorities and
there I joined my friends. Our team members were
Rebeca Chacko, Ashley Ann Mathew & myself (IX),
Parvathy Jayaprakash (VIII) Meril B, Pay] (VII), Varun
Sudhendra (VI) and our escorts Mrs., & Mr.
Sambathrajan. We had lunch and rested tjl] 6 ‘o' clock.
then, we went for that evening's cultural show which was
the introduction of all the representatives of 60 schools
present there. The chief guest for that evening's
programme was the prince of arcot, accompanied by the
chairman of St. John's school, Mr. Rajkumar and the
senior principal and convenor, Dr. R. Kishore Kumar.
The programme ended by 8.30 and we had our dinner
and returned to our dornitories at 10 'o' clock for a good
right's sleep.

The next morning, we got up at 6.30 a.m at the
airocment made that it was time to get up and say our
prayers. We were seemed teat 6.45 and we got ready by
9 "o’ clock and at 9.30 a.m, the inaugural session took
place. Mr. Karumanidhi, the Chief Minister of Tamil
Nadu was supposed to come, but he couldn't since it
was at that time that our former president, Mr. Shankar
Dayal Sharma passed away. The inagural session was
followed by a business session and an address by Ms.
Jyoti Swaroop, Scholarite India on the topic 'Inculcating
healthy reading habits among children’. After lunch, we
had quiz- preliminary round and college competition.
After there competitions, we had tea at 4'o" clock,
followed by a cultural programme at 6 'o’ clock, presented
by St. John's Matriculation Higher Secondary Sechool,

Chennai. After a delicious dinner, we were fast asleep
by 10 'o’ clock.

On Tuesday, the 28th, we began the day at 9.30 a.m
with the paper presentation on the topic 'Predominance
of teachers' role by 6 student participants. The poster
making competitions were held that afternoon, followed
by the skit competition and quiz finals. We enjoyed that
evening's cultural show, performed by another branch of
St. John's schools,

On day - 4, Wednesday, after getting ready and
having had our breakfast, we sat through a session on
‘Education for the global market' by G. Ramesh from
NIIT. Many industrialists and educationists also talked
to us. After these talks, the elocution competition was
held. Atabout 2.30 p.m., we set out on our study tour to
the planetorium. We enjoyed that show. After visiting
the planetorium, we went to MGM - Dizee World. We
really enjoyed ourselves there, for each and every ride
was thrilling, exciting and of course, a lot of fun. We
came back to the campus at 11.30 p.m and by 12.30, we
were all fast asleep after a tiring, but memorable day.

On the 30th, the last day, all of us participated in a
debate on the topic 'Education is for profession or
prosperity' Mr. Venkatachalam spoke to us on this topic.
In the evening, the valedictory function was held. The
guest of honour was 2 year old Master ThaThagath Avtar
Tulsi, who has finished his M Sc., Physics and is now
doing research in Baba Atomic Research Centre. The
champion was the centre point school, Nagpur and the
runners up was the Modern School, New Delhi. The
valadictory function lasted uptill 6.30 p-m & by 7.30
p-m, we were ready to leave the railway station to come
back to Munnar. We were a bit sad to leave the school
for our hearts were very hospitable and the studetns were
very well disciplined. We really enjoyed our stay there.
We are grateful to Principal Mam for having given us
this opportunity to interact with peers from allover India.

Aathira Perinchery, Class X
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